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HE gracious Lord hath’ fo ordered all his Works, 

that they ought to be had in remembrance ; the 

Wifdom, Power, and Goodnefs vifible therein lead-us 

- unto God, not only to the Acknowledgment, but to 

ar, Love, and Obedience of Him: His Works that he hath 

ind daily doth for us rhe. Children of Men, were they 

weigh’d, and meditated on as they deferve, would tend 

oncile the worft of us to God, and incline our 

3 And therefore the Spirit of God has given 

wicked and ungodly Men, and 

ch, That they regard not. the Works 

confider the operation of his hands... ‘Tho’ the 

is{o great, that he now prefumes by his Wit 

%Géd out of the World, yet God is fo 

prefent us with freflyInftances both of his 
sftiod, amth Meveycmod ‘tgs ouibis § 

an Reae hat which at prefent is here commended 

snfideration is’a {pecial Work of Grace, which if at- 


ed have caufe to 
t hath been lately to 
ofhew'in the. 


DE Rae ey Ee 
(4) 


atice to Mr. George 
n Rags, buying 


iterate tha oh 


could neither Write norgRead ; he ferved out his Apprentic 
fhipcwhich-ghtled- che’ 9Ph of slay aft.» Bur-carly:in his. 
prenticefhip he‘had, through wicked Acquaintance, and th 
quency of vicious Examples, {oon caft off all fear of 
gave the way tohis Lutts, {uffering tle Devil to fe: 
at pleafure, intovall manner-of Wickednets:; as, 
Lewdnets, Curfing, Swearing, and Blafpher 

cular whereof 'hé proceeded fo faras he featce he 

‘be fure no fuperior. The Enemy of all Goodnef 

ing Lyon, having got him fo far: within 


aty ihow of Religion, or difcover’d the leat o 

not endure their Company ; for as | 

than Mad or Fools, who lived not like. 
Infta 3 


who was thus enfnared by-th 


Se 


éane, the wicked one took great care to turn, his 

aurch ; for Cas he hath with Grief and Lamen- 

two Years laft paft he cannot remember that 

fet his Foot within aChurch: And for three Years before 

2 went butt very feldom ; infomuch that when, his Brother, 

ther Acquaintance did prevail with him to. go to tle Church, 

when | come thither, he had. gné fetch or another to ex- 

fe his going in, and did often af his Perfwaders with 

m to walk and drink in the Fields: -And he that workethin the 

earts of the Children of Difobedience, having wrought fo pow- 

fully in his, heat laft grew to thatehardnels of Heart, that 

fear nels of Confcience, that (as he confefles fince) he did verily 

belis re heres wasneither God nor Devil, Heaven nor Hell, 

a may the Reader perceive the various fteps by wlaich 

Youtl neleleencdys to the brink of the bottomleis Pit ; and 

ich are the Youth of our Age acquainted witie, and con- 

fuch wicked Praétifes! nay, how greedily do they rua 

ewhich,- without extraordinary Grace, puns 

verlafting deftru@ion. - ‘But to return, though chis 

was fo near, it pleated not God to fuffer the Pix 

th upon him ; but on the 2d. of this Inftant Ply, 

$ going to work about forting Regs for his 

Houle near Hide-Park, in the Company of 

Mafter’s Son, and one Laurence Kibble ; 

mes eipyd two W omenrkind, his wanton: Eye 

his. iuftful Heart on fire, infomuch that he openly de- 

*d his beaftly Defires,. and bemean’d the want of opportu- 

‘to compleat them, for at this time the prefence of his 

ing-Mafter. debar’d him; and therefore, tho’ fore again{} 

all, he went on to his ‘bufinels ; and when arriv’d at the 

"place, his part was to hold up the Bag i in which the Rags were 

crowded, (at this time inflead of a Bag they made ule of an old 

| hich he let fall out of his. Hand, his Young-Matter chid 

im for his Negligence, and ask’d_ him, »why he let. go his hold, 

0m James. made no other agfwer but by crying out, Lord 


was a ibis ken with a- 2 ater Se Siete ‘in 
srew wonderful pale, his Strength failed him, < 
ftrangely,’ yet at the fame time quak’dand fhiver’dat 
when fome of his Company had brought him fome 
which they hoped might chear and revive his Spirits, he 
way able to lift the Cup they gave him to 
fome about him to defire his Mafter’s le 
he faid, he believ’d himfelf as certainh 
_ any Man was: His Mafter yielding to his Requeft. 
wards, and having’ gone about an hundred Paces fre 
he grew fo faint he was not able to’ keep his Le 
but was forced to fit down on the Ground 
a while, -he fomewhat recover'd himfelf, got 
watd about an hundred Paces more, w ¥ 
a Bank, and wept, and cry d out, fay ing, | Le 
my poor Soul, for Lam not a fit Man to die at t 
from thence, wert ead, ‘and 


pei IM rho he. il ay join 
initted : Then was be led Cas he appreher 
left-hand, where he found a wonderful darkne 
a most terrible and aftonifking Fire, wherein 
roaring, and condemuing themfelves foe their Sins 
thought be fw a Company of Fudges fitting Cas he exprefles 
as they do/ar the Old-Bayly ) hewas called up before them ane 
amined, and fo the fecond time, and likewife the third, at w 
- time he thou webt he faw and read! the Catalogue of all the Sins 
ke had committed throughout his whole Life ; for which he was con 
demned ta the Fire he had before bien we Eereipon (he pe ’ 
ery'd oat, Lord, ‘Lord,’ ‘be merciful to me e-and {pare me’ a lit 
fonger, shat | may become a new Chriftian ; spon which be though ie 


of thofe gloriwas Perfens’ came and repriea'd him : Herenpon 
himfelf, but found ‘himfelf (till Gick and faint. He 
ambled up upon ‘his Knees, and pray'd, That the Lord would 
nethen him that he mizht fee bis Brother before he dyd. Having 
d, he got up, and coming to the fight of his Brother,who was 
ore-houfe near, {poke to him in this manner : Ob dear Bro- 


| ther, [believe Lam ftruck with death, and therefore defire to [pegk 5 


_ three or four words with you before I die, to fee if I canmake you fenfia 
le how great Sinners wé both have been, Brother Lam no Man for this 


vether I fhali live till you come home, and therefore I long’d 

e you, to prapyeu that you do not break the Sabbath, as you have 
Sd to do, nor live that-wicked Life you have liz’'d, Of 

r, what Foy will there be in Heaven among the Augels that 
Sinner as I return, Having difcours’d his Brother to this 
she made the beft of his way home, where he did ‘ndt 


‘inchind his Will, was pleas‘d to releafe him from it; and he 
‘now as wellas formerly, faving that he doth at fometimes 
, ordinary, and always quake and tremble when 


| he hears any Swear. 
Some h eard this Account, may return upon me, par- 
“Ts that which hath been talk’d ‘of in City and 
Il degrees of Perfons, come to this? Is there 
? Tanfwer, It may appear little to fome, hotvever, 
od by this little has effected great and wonderful Matters ; 
| for not only is this Man reclaim’d, abftaining ‘from his former 
| Leud Company, and Evil-doings, ‘and’ behaving himfelf as 
; one called and’ converted; but God has made that ufe of 
_ this little, that feven other, almoft, if not altogether as vi- 
| cious’ as himfelf, are check’d, ftartl’d,: convine’d, and I hope, 
| converted: Their Names ate Samuel Wofsencraff, thé Brother, 
\ _ Fohn Douglas,  Fames Adams, Laureme Gibbel, Thomas Gier, Ed- 
ward Mafon, and Fames Fowler ; fach of thefe as cannot ie 
“<5 ae aie | + ave 
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have inftead of fpending their Money in 2vtnkennefs,: hired 
therewith a.School-Mafter. to learn and inftruct them; by” 
whofe help they frequently meet together to pray, read, and 
fing Pfalms; moreover, they admonith all their former Ac- | 
quaintance Cand -fuch Strangers as they perceive need it) 
to reform and amend their Lives; they have enterd them- 
felves into a. Religious Society, hoping that Converfatien — 

* ‘with fuch fhall now. have.a greater Influence’ over them.than — 
ever Converfation with the Prophane and Irreligious had. 1 _ 
may add farther of this Fames Wooffencraft; It has been divers — 
times obferv’d that if any Swear he falls into a great. Agony, 


Sweating and Trembling ftrangely. . The 1 7th. of this Inflant ; 


July, a Farmer’s Servant who-came to Town ferRags, happend _ 
to Swear in the hearing of this fames, but no fooner had he re- 
cover'd from his Sweating and Trembling, than that he repeoved % 
him, and told him after this manner, Friend, you lock as if you 
were in Tears, and may be have fworn many times, I advife you to 
break off from this fuuful way, for affuredly when you come tobe 
fick, you will have every Oath you have {worn come to you | 
Srrace. This he fpoke with fuch a feeling appreh 
fenfe, that his Advice wrought, and the rebuked Perfo: 
amendment. In fhort, referring for farther Infor 
-matter to the Difcourfe hereunto annex'd, I dare voucl 
Man, he is too fimple to forge a thing of this n: Q 
Y may obtain that credit as to be thought that I kn 
than eo feck the promoting Religion and Reformation by: 
Stories; but by what I have heard from, and perceive: 

-Man, I mean his gracious Words and Religious. Endeavour 
doverily believe God hath begun a good, work in fim,» and | 
‘him in his Companions, and by them in others... . 


perfesl, Po the Converting more, and. to the Glory of his. 
Name, through Fefus Chrift our Lord. Amen. . |. Sen 
_ Your Friend-and Servant in:the Truth, 


| Innocen 


t 
I 


. ee ; 
- co SS 
eS, 


[ae 2 oP Simmer Converted: 
Sermon on the happy Converfion of a 
oe roe Man, Geni om 
eo Pe ER PPL STUN 20%: fe" an 
| - And you hath he quickned who were dead in Tre{pafses and Sins. 


oe 


«bed 


— HE holy Scriptures are not barely accommodated to 
_-*) our intereft, being fufficent to make us wife unto Sal- 
1 svation, but likewife to our delight, inafmuch as they 

‘afford us various inftances of the Divine goodneisand mercy : 
There we read afair account of the Creatours Wifdom and 
the univerfe, and providing for all his Crea- 


§- 


Love inupholding 


mbitious Tyrants, and wonderfully preferving the 


$ 


tures, There we read of His Immenfe power in reftraining the 


Sp irit Q zs 


e2 


ent, who were appointed as Sheep to the Slaughter ; there 
we read the irrefiftable Authority of his word, who not only. 
fpake the word and the Waters wereCreated; but {pake to the O- 
‘cean; hitherto fhall thy proud Waves come and no. farther, and: 
py vertue: of that word they return not to cover the Earth ; 
and in thefe holy Pages we alfo read the {weetnels of his mercy 
‘andthe miraculous efficay of his grace, that takes up blind,mad, 
- and_refolute Sinners, in the hight of their.career, how though. 
th y be like the Horfe and Mule fiery and Head ftrong, yet his 

“grace can rein them in, not permitting them to run out their 


| ba PCr: as} ° g 
Feecnded Courfe: And by this he conviétsand converts unruly 


Sinners, fuch as neither fear God nor regard Man ; and. pre- 
pares them for Heaven, who witIrtheir, uttmoft induiiry were 


- fitting themfelves for Helle. oo. 
! bul. “ae “a oa ere free 


| iw 
i, 


grace towarde che ‘iKomans, the: fle here tings Trium 
ly, and Belides this of the Texr. net in Ties Record three 
other, as Mary, Magdalane. who was. relon'd and celiver’d, par 
and converted, fanétify’d and Sav'd, “hotwithftandin 
- Devils had for fometime held Her Heart in pofleffion: ie 
wonder.of, grace. we,xéad in the convertion of. Saul, 
Blafphemer, became an adorer of the name of Jefus 5 ¢ 
and bloody Perfeciitor, he’ by» thé grace of “our | d iy ‘efus 
Chrift became a powerful, laborious and zealous Pre 3 er, a 
as ready as he had been to thed the Blood of Belies ers, he wa 
afterwards more pleas’d to. offer up his own,and become.a Mat 
tyr for the bleffed Jefus, © ah eee 
And how are all 2 gracious Bea affected and 
even ravifhed with the merc} and goodnefs « of | 
doe they adore the power of his g ate _when tt 
the fudden,and the thoroug hetes gh late,converfton « 
on the Crofs ? this perfontidl pei vhole t 
vice of the Devil. yeei vel every irticle of his Death 
became a Saint’ of Got God, te na Thei Was con 
Mattyr, and from the. Gallows was tra nflate 
whiere'lie was an eye witnefs of tae Rejoycing, witi 
the holy Angels celeberate the convertion of a Sinner. 
When we read fuch paflages 6 of Scripture, “what cat 
lefs than extol the compaffion and love ‘of CO God to ust il 
dren of Men? And humbiy acknowledge | that his Ways are 
paft‘our finding out, and the workings of his grace ipafing — 
our underftanding. et et r 
“ ‘Blefled be God, “we: of this Patith (as we have eh Hard 
Hewes and tingracious lives of fome to bewail) } ‘fo we have 
the awakening, quicking, converting and raifing of others to. 
praife God for. And that I may excite You with me to magnify — 
the name of the Lord; give me leave to 2 tet Jou, ‘he. whofe : 
converfion we now ‘dlorify God" for," i ef ary ii 
Magdalane feven Devils, he was with Sal a Blalphemer'and’s i 


Per. 


tie 


¥ heif ey shatex- 
dont the r Be And. ‘yer W Bas est nce abou ted, , Gods 
grace hath, abeanded MUCH MOT, »,., 

| PS any thing we know a Legion of Devils might have pot 
) felec-him, but thefe he confefles did... | 

1% aft / A Deunken Devil, ad. a Lufifel Devil, sdlya Swearing 


fing and blafpheming. Devil: amd this beid iim) in fubs 


to others,» ver moft was.to this. For I heard Him humbly 
that he never Drank, ‘but, chat as. faft.as he {wallow’d 
r, he beiched up Oaths, and. Curfes s, by which 
es fame minute ‘he Sacrificed.to the Devil of Drink. 
iy provoaked, the God.of mercy to. Damn and .Con- 
him 5 ane that nothing pleafed him better, than when 
en Streets he 5wore, Curs’d and Band, fo that as one.un- 
z heated hus Brainy the other overmafterd his 


ou der the power. of a proghane Devil, to 


¥ 


Tribute of Sabath breaking: This was 
leafing Recreations, viz, to pollute the Lords 
ght and difpife the ordinances of Chrit, and 
he to this evil Spirit, that he was never 
he did tin,ly mifpend and. prophane the Sab- 


n ‘his, Malters,, was, an “ obftinate and a refra- 
Devil 5 for, ashe confefles when his aged Mother befought 
ee Baba he would. not bring her hoary Head co the 
forrow, and when the with. all immaginable 

Bere bis him pe. {el in order to. Reclaim him, and 
¢ was back’d by other faithful Friends in this her pious 
haritable - Defign, then would he firetch all the Brains he 
mak wpe Grete hes 4d thems he gave them:leave 


e after his own litt. 
6. He 


site a Malter Devils forthe this. poor Wreich paid, obe- 


r ; mee, on others: 10, Joya. with him in : 


times what they gir 1, but wee, we pts refolv’d 


; J 
“6. He was under’ (ubjeaidd’ to. a feo) 1 ia’ Spite! 
which employ’d and affifted’hiny inthe der ding: all'manner of. 
Rebeion, and laughing out , of countenance: all Modefty: and 
SO agit 
. He_ was Vaffal alfa toa Sradived Spirit, who though 
he might permit him to Labour and take Pains, yet would he 
riot'cohfent that the produce thereof, fhould either’ be wifely 
Jaid out (or’carefully Husbanded). but ordered: all ‘to be con. ; 
fume i in ee Drinking and Madnels + oe a 


cution a, Blafphiemy out do Suu! : For he habeas “d, tha 
| « hath Blafphemed the holy name of Jefus innumerable tim 
And that he knew no: other ufe toomake of his Wounds tha 
tarethem wider with his unhallowed Tongue, and to tread the 
moft-precious Blood of the Son of God under his moft un- 
godly Feet, a bitter Perfecutor he was expoling any for the 
bare appearance of Religion and Virtue, he cared not to en- 
‘terthe Kingdom of: Heaven, and ee ie ‘good will none- elfe 
one id a ee ees 
And laftly we may. truly fay in many Re Saas 1e was a8 
a notorious a Theif as he that Suffered en the Crofs ; 


3 he was ; 
fo to God, Robbing him as much’as poflibly he could: rorthat. 
“fer'vice and glory which’ was due unto him; he was a Thief to 
his own Soul likewife Stealing, and carryi ie thats way from i 
all means and opportunitys of Gr ace,and confequent]) y Robbing | 
and fpoyling it of all hopes of Life and Glory ; he was al 
‘devouring Theif to others, Stealing from ‘them their Gra 
Virtue, geod ne vias Me Purpofes, and efpecialy ‘their pre 
cious’ Times: ee ao 
ee etior this Perfon I can with great Jc oy and equal truth pro. — 
‘nounce he hath obtained Mercy, and the grace of our Lord | 
» Jefus Chrift hath been exceedingly abundant: towards him. i 
“For he hath quickned, and I hope will fully convert “and San. — 
“Gify him that-was thus dead and buryed in ‘Trefpaffes and : 
An Angel was once fent toCornelins 1OHEEs 3. 4s -to-acat 


rat 


Se MA oe een 
him they eMegis and Almes were come up for a Merno- 
rial befomcad, ahd to dire& him by fending for the Apofile 
- St. Peter to come to the full knowledge of Jefus Chrift; though 
tt hath not pleafed God to fend one of thofe heavenly Embaffa- 
dours to aflureus, that the devout Prayers and charitable con- 
well difpofed Perfons in this Parifh axe af- 
- L conceive he has given a fuflicent Proof 
h remunerated our Labour of Love to poor 
iildren, by his late miraculous awakening, con- 
loofe and wicked Per- 
er great Encourage- 
fthis Nature, for as j 
ly affured, that our Lanour hall . RF 


belong to the Ephefians, i F 


their cafe ‘and condition, when the Apoftle firft Is 
| they. were dark and blind in their under- rH 
i ‘ftanding worl their ‘Hearts were hardened ; 
| through the dec {fs of Sin, “Gnd the wiles of Satan; they | 
| wer ae 2¢ and thereby Hy i 
| seeged into fuch e as Dead hav- = | ; 
|. ing.no more pov eir wicked ways and to | 
| change their ungo . than the dead Man has | : 
| _ to unloofe his d \f from his Sepul- | | 
. dire, they wer : fion ef Sins, but - 
| were ftupify’d din theit wicked ways, pa ald - 


| He is naturally Dead whofe Suul is feparated 
| oe thefe Ephefians were Spiritually Dea , 
| -amatural Life, in that their Souls we 
| Aen ge AleY, were Dead with refpe& to their Reafonalfo, inafmuch = | 
as the Apoftle, 1{t Gor. 15 32> accounts it no injury to callthem 
the Beafts of Ephefus, they held uch beaftly Principles and | | 


. 
were guilty o fMan? || 
; ; ; me ; i 


f fuch beaftly practices, that the glory © 
ooh) us aiale | hoody 


ae 


fall of Adgm this noble faculty was both blin 
and keep j in due order the Paflions sao meer 


eT 
hood, their eaten nial a underfunding fe 
total! y loft. 
From the words we may colles dicta t two Propolitions, 
1. Unconverted, unregenerate and habirual Sinners, who 
live without the graceand fear of God, indu. ging themfelves 
in Trefpafles anid Sins, are no better than dead Per fori, eos vee 
2. That God is slsle when hie pleales by his Grace and hly 
Spirit, to convert, regenerate amd reclaim tuch cead Perl iS. 
You bath be quickued who were dead in Trefpaffes. 1 HE , who. aifed 
Chrift from the Dead, Epé. 1. 20, after thar. the had been 
Crucify’d, Dead and Buried, he hath quickned and railed you, 
The former of thefe Propolitions wall ferve COVER. 
tous the wretched State of failen Men, the later luf 
the goodnels of God and the power of bis Grace, th- firtt will 
direa us to Humility. The 2d to glorify God | orh iis mercy t 
our felves and others, whom he thal pleafe co a out « of 
wretched State. — 


“Mah fivesa Life in common with the Beafts, this 
Lifé of fenfé. It is not in Relation to this Life, that I te 
unregenerate and habitual Sinners dead, for it is Mer eal 
plorable that they live perfuing the fume methods y wi 
Beafts, gratitying their fenfes, and making provifion for the 
Fleth, the defires and Appetites: whetcof wholy ‘in flustice and 
command them. © ais Oe tat ee 
Man aifo liveth a Life of reafon; be hada T dient of reafon 
beftow’d on him, whereby he was able to Judge and difcern 
between Good and Evil, what he ought to embi: ie: and 
what he ought to fhun. “Hereby he might have been diregted 
to {rve God and manage himfelfin all refpeé oy th 


G dE 
oie 2: 


that it neither difterneth what is beft, nee. 4s able to g Ove in op 


and 


_ But there is a Sublimer kind of Life granted to Man, which 
is called a Spiritual Life, or Life ot Grace. As when he. 

walks with God, and lives to.God, making the gloryandhon- | 

our’ of God the ultimate end of his. Thoughts, Words and i 
Adions, and to this way of living the unregenerate, the un- id : 
converted and habitual Sinners, are fuch utter Strangers, that 14 i 
they are rightly efteemed and taken. for Dead. | ia | 


~ We colle&as much from our Saviours faying Mat. 8.22, rf 

Let the Desd bury their Desd, the dead in Sin bury the dead in WH 
Nature: Ungodly prophane and irreligious Perfons are walking 1 
Ghofis, their Bodys ferving as Coffins to catryupanddown. =| 
theirdead Souls. | okey ae | 


| Chrift is the life of the Soul, in whom. therefore he liveth : : 
| not, there can be no Life, no Spiritual Life; upon this account d 
the Apoftle judged of the Wanton Widdow that neglected her : ; 
felfe and her charge, that fhe was dead while foelived 1 Tim.5.6¢ (5 
Heathens have. not been altogether unaquainted with this | 
notion, wittnefs. Cum careat para mente cadauer agit, The Soul | 
| 4s the Man, and when thrat.is delighted in, and given up to all 


manner.of Uncleannefs, the Man is dead Many may have 4 name 


golive, who notwithitanding ave realy dead, Rev.3.1, they live 
| tothe World. but are dead to God, a Spiritual Lethargy or | 
Dead-Palfy has overfpread them, they are dead alfo inafmuch. { 
as they are obnoxious to Death. We reckon them dead in Law, i 
who: lave receiv’d fenterice. of Condemnation, notwithftand- 3 
‘ang they are Repreiv’d for a few days. | ‘ : 


‘That the unregenerate 
un-. 


» But our aflertion: is farther, true. 


SR AE SE SE EE a a 


Se 


Fs 


ma pengi Toes | 
unconverted and habitual Sinners are deaeids 2 ds'they — 
are void of the Life of Grace, they have not tu. prsciples of a 
Spiritual Life, Faith, Love and Obedience, and affoon fhall 
a breathlef@ Corps perform the office of natural Life, as fuch 
Perfons ‘continuing in that State) difcharge the duties which 
befpeak and become a Spiritual Perfon ; on the contrary all 
their works are by the Spirit of God accounted deadaWVorks.. 
Such as the works, fuch are the Workers, fuch as. 
Works are dead Perfons, dead to God and his Grace. 
We will for our farther Satisfaction here confider fuch Per- 
fons but in three refpects: Their Thoughts, their Senfe ot 
Apprehention, and their Motion, thefe are indications of Li: 
if therefore we find them wanting in thefe Perfons, we may 
fafély conclude them voidof Life. = 


nefe unhappy Per 


God as he onght is the unconverted Sinner; that his Heart 
thinketh, nay hopeth there is no God Pf. 14. 1. and if you 
will over-perfuade him to acknowledge a Deity, yet he will 
not think theDeity fees or takes any notice of them,andour A- 
poftle doth cleer this, for {peaking of thefe Ephefians Eph2.12, 
before their Converfion, he declares they were not only with- 


out Chrift, but without God. And what Life can you fuppoie — 
they have who ftudiovfly and diligently run from the Fountain _ 
ol ier | Che aimbpanco a eee ie 
That the Ox goes fo gently and quietly to the Slaughter. 
houfe no wonder, feeing God hath not given him the power of — 
Thinking. And though God at firft conceeded this faculty to 
, a : Man | 


a Py . 4 
eS ise 233 ; 
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him playing at 


oe IE FTE a DOTA SS EE 


and confound him? yet all thefe, and many more. 7re/paffes 
|. and Sins fach Perfons are guilty of } whence we mutt neceflarily 
| conclude them not only to be degenerated into Beatts, but that 
_ they are dead while they live, having caft away that indication 


| > 2 It will farther appear, if we confider the fame Perfops as 
tothe ufe and exercife of their Senfes. 


Our Eyes were,principaily given us to look upwards, yet 


: the Eyes of obftinate Sinners are either roving or dejected; 
our Ears to attend the Word of God, and gather Rules from 


{ : “ : . e 
thence for the pious regulating our Converfation ;. yet the Ears 


of fuch are generally choak'd and block’d up by worldly Cares 
and Pleafures, and they cannot hear fo as to underftand and 
tbe converted : As for feeling and. apprehending either Good 


or Evil, that Apoftle hath obferv’d, Ephefog. 19+ they are patt 
bi time was, its poflible, that their Confeiences were tender and 


| foft, and did {mite them for their evil Words and. Doings, but 
| a continued cuftom in Sin hath harden’d and cauterized them 


| Mery mo that neither Preaching nor Praying, Mifery nor 


| 


| Mercy mollifies them, they are of fuch a-dead and dedolent 
| Difpofition, that if you apply theFire of God’s fierce Anger to 
jthem they flart not out of their wicked Courfés, they feel no 
| more thamadead: Man when: you: bag Goals to his Fleth ; or if 
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you proclaim the glad tidings of the Gofj 

Peace they work not onthem. Jn fhort, th : 
as wilfully to fhut their Eyes, and clofe their Ears for fear they 
fhould at any time hear or fee the things which concern their 
prefent ang future happine(s; they triumph in doing Evil, and 
boatt in tM report thereof, their Foreheads have lefler fenfe of 
Modefty than thofe of common Strumpets ; and they are {0 
far from feeling and repenting, by the weight of Guilt, or the 
burthen of Punifhment, that you may with as much eafe change 
the Skin of the Leopard, or colour of a Negro, as reform them | 
‘a the leaft of their evil Habits; their Reafon is become a— 
(lave to their Paffions, their Members Servants to Unrighteouf-- 
_nefs, and their Confciences Vaflals to the Prince of Darknels: 
And how can we fay lefs of fuch than that they are dead? 

3. Unregenerate, unconverted, and habitual Sinners, are 
dead in their Tre{paffes and Sins, if you judge of them by their 
Motion. ie Se) ie aaa ee 

The practice of Godly Perfons, fach as have the Life of Grace 

in their Souls, is to walk with God, fo to’move and a& as they. 


; SESE BOF 


may beft pleafe and honour him, but the Feet and Ankle Bones 
of perverfe and habitual Perfons want ftrength for fueh Motion ; 
they can go downwards in the way that leads to deftruction, 
they make hatte, none fhall go before them in this broad and 
high Road; they wilt with Abimaaz rua though they be not 
fent ; but on the contrary, the way to Life they fancy too-firait, 
too narrow, they cannot think of keeping init. og he 
Nor do they only want ftrength in their Feet, but in their 
Hands alfo; the Sinews of thefe are ftrangely fhrunk up and 
dry’d; fo that they can neither lift-themfelves up to God in 
“Prayer, nor ftretch themfelves forth to Man in Charity; it is 
true, they can and do too. often put themfelves forth to- work 
wickednefs; but if you put the Word of God, or any other 
good peek into them, asif they had the Palfie they fhake- and 
ret it fall. | 1 RRS PM LBC Ah 
And although thefe Perfons vainly boaft that their: Tongues 
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are thei 
when tl... 


© of Man to- 
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Song, yet they cannot po 
‘giving, to fuch purpofes t 
ha all motion; in fuch like thi 
~ mute as Fith,-nay as dumb as the dead. 


~The Dead are | 
| Souls of fach Sinners are fo laid as dead, any thax come near the 
|» open Sepulcher of their Throats muft believe; nay, that they 
dead by the noifom ftanch that cometh thence. 
nderous Stones !aid npon their Graves and 
efe Sinners have an intolerable weight of 


have been long 
_ The Dead have po 
|. © Sepulchers ; and th 
| Guilt lying upon 


he alone, that by His Grace an 
‘are dead in Lrefpafles and Sins. 
"And thus I procced to difcourfe 


ia Propofition. 


fo 


canny fetter. 


i; Shogo aftep farther, and convince you, that 

sam fpeaking of are dead in their Trefpafles and Sins: 

|» «The dead are laid out of fight, and where do thefe live but 

inthe Land of Darknefs, where all things are forgotten, their 
“guilty Confciences compel them to keep leaftin fight. 

laid in Graves and Sepulchers ; and that the 


heir Confciences, which not 


> of Heaven can rowl away.) | 
"he dead are in { deep a Sleep, that it is beyond the power 


the Perfons me 


all the Angels 


awaken and rai(c them. to Life; and in as deep a 


he Divine Power of Chrift can raife ; 


ken is to revive, to give Lile to wh 


- “fleep are unregenerate and habitual Sinners, whom nothing in- 


for it is he, and 


d Holy Spirit quickneth fach as 
of our Second Propofition. 


That God is able when he pleafes, by his Grace 
and Floly Spirit, to convert, regenerate, and reclaim [uch 
dead Perfons. ; ck 


at was formerly 


din the cafe under Confideration, it is to infufe 


eye 


Grace 


We o She aety 


; difcover the contrary, — 
| e them to the {peaking of one good © 
Word ? it if tiuc, the greater the fhame, they can with pleafure 
Lye, Curfe, and Swear, tell an ob{cene Story, or fing a drunken 
ur forth a Prayer, or deliver a Thank(- 
heir Tongues ferve them nat, but have 
ngs they are Tongue-ty'd, as 


| 
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Grace and Spiritual Life i 
SE ROR | ia oy" 
“In handling of this Point, my purpofe is firft to thow. what- 
this quickning 1s, and wherein it confifts. Secondly, That God 
ip the Author of it. Thirdly, The Method by which’ it is 
brought about.. Fourthly, The Perfons who are quicknied:. 
Abe dead in Trefpaifes aud Sinz: he Oi ROM Nae 
J. What this quickning is. _ Py et (eh aes 
Man, when he firft came from the Hand of God, was an> 
holy.and righteous Creature, his Body was fitted with Mem= _ 
bers; and his Soul endowed with Qualities capable to kno 


nto an untege 


a 
_ ferve, and enjoy God; but upon his tranfgreffing the Comm id. : 
of God, he not only defac'd, but quite difrob’d himfelf of this-. 


glorious Image, faving that fome few Lines are remaini 


his Soul, but miferably blur’d and impair’d, chanics ’ 
univerfal Corruption hath invaded his whole Nature,’ his Un- . 
derftanding being dark and confus’d as to the apprehenfion’of 
natural things, but quite blind as to Spiritual, according to 
that of our Apoftle, 1 Cor. 2.14. The natural Man receiveth — 
not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolifbnefs unto - 
him, neither can be know them becaufe they are {pirituallydifcernd, 
His Willis froward and perverfe, and will not incline to its pro- 
per Intereft, his Affections are fenfual, diforderly, and ungovern- 
able ; and this corruption of our Nature is in Scripture termed 
the Flefh, the Old Man, and alfo the firft Death, in that the - 
Soul of Man having loft the Grace of God is dead, and muft 
abide fo, till quicken’d again by God’s Grace and this ‘is‘call’d - 
the New Man, the New Creature, our. Regeneration or beget- 
ting again, when we are“begotten by the Word of God, when - 
-weare nourifhed by God's Ordinances, cloathed with his Grace, 
and fanctif'd and tutord by the Holy Spirit; who heals our 
Corruptions, and infufes inte our Souls new’Principles of Life, 
whereby we are converted unto: our: Creator, forfaking our 
\ Quits; and drawing from the World and Satan, we cleave un- 

| \to.God by Faith, Love, and Obedience: #9 "epee 
. Bint. The : 
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A ee et der’dy § is: Lhe Wnithior of whic d quick 
oping a erting of a Sinner to newnels of Life; It is 
God, and tSod only : So ‘it is alfo written, 1 Cor. rs. 44. The 
 firft Man Adam was made a living Soul ; after God: had framied 
his Body out of the Duft, he breathed into him a reafonable: 
and. immortal Soul, by which his Body was made alive, and 
moved. The laft Adam, Jefus Chriff, God and Man, was 
made a quickning Spirit, quickning by his Grace and Holy Spi-- ai 
fit all his Members: ‘The firft was a Minifter of Death, tranf- fq : 
| ~mitting his Guilt, and the evil confequences thereof to ‘bisPo- 
ferity. The fecond a Prince of Life, purchafing by the Me- 
fits of his Obedience and Sufferings, Grace for the raifing and 
bi ~ quickning thofe that the firft had kill’d. That nothing inferior © 
e. ‘to. the’ Divine Power can raife fuch as are dead in Trefpaffes and) | 
Sins | is made manifeft by Scripture and Experience. an 
le ~Teis God that taketh away the Heart of Stone, and givetha° 
nee of Fleth, Azek.r1.19. 2Cor.s.17. Ie is by Chritt | | 
| the Sen of God, by “his Grace and Spirit that we are recreated | 
© and’made new C satures, that all old things are done away,. Ep 
aud all things become new in us. Tt was a Divine Powerthas: | 
i ‘ereated Manat firft, fecing he was created in the Image of God, Le i 
and no other can’ remake, and ftamp that Image-upon him. 

- To open the Eyes of the Blind, to foften Hearts harderthan = : 
the nether Milftone, to deliver. Souls out of the {trong Man's | 
hand, to open the Prifon-doors, and fet the Captives free, to |» 
awaken’ and quicken them to his Service who were in a dead 
of Sleep, is a Work ‘only fit for God; and where-ever we fee 
wrought we muft acknowledge the Finger gion (6401s canal 7 

“And as-God alone cah thus fee that Man may walk humbly; 5) 
with his God, ‘it is covenient that he know,-God doth this- | 
reat work of quickning fuch-as are’ dead jin T efpaffes and | 
Sins’ of his-meer “free Grace, ‘theréis not th leaft Merit “or - . 
Defertin us. “This merciful and} gracious Vifitation proceedeth » | 
folely from God's everlafting’ Love, who as our Apoftle, Aph.1. 4.0 | i 
: declareth, hath chofes-as- iit Chri ip before the foundation of sh : 

World. 


centage’ 


Geld, that we'*joould be boly and without \ 0 
‘Tis true, this Love is not made known to ty. at 
their Converfion, however it began from all Etermcy ; when 
we were’ polluted with our Blood, when we walk’d in the 
fhadow. of Death, were utter Strangers from the Life of God, 
he had compafiion for us, he loved us as Veflels fore-ordain’d 
for Glory, and Heirs of the Grace of Life. — ef 
_ Experience alio fub{cribes to this, that God only quickens 
the dead in Trefpaffes and Sins; for if you ask from the begin- 
ning, you will find all that ever were converted from their 
Evil-courfes,: afcribing their Converfion and quickning to 
newnels of Life, unto God, and to his Grace. And to this end. 


was that Prayer, Jer. 31.18. Zurn thou me and I fball be turned, SS 


for thou art the Lord my God. None but the Lord can turn a mee, 
Sinner. Se | EE ES eee 
_q. Let us enquire of Nature and Art, if they can befriend us 
in this matter, and we fhall find but fmall comfort thence, 
good Education, ingenious Converfation, diligeat Reading, 
and careful Imitation, may lick us fomewhat fair, and put us. 


into fome tolerable form; but all thefe, and whatever elfe 


human ftrength can furnith us withal, fhall never change our 
Hearts, make us Chriftians indeed, or teach us to live the life 
of Grace. eel eed paeha? Gk BO ee 

I mutt confels, fome glimmerings of Light ftill remain 


1 in 
the Soul, and the Law that God wrote on Man's Heart is not 
fo totally obliterated, but that he can thereby difcover fome 
part of what he is to do or omit, and this is fufficient to in- 
{truct Mankind in the Duties of Morality, otherwile I fee no 
probability of preferving humane Society in thofe parts of the 
Univerfe where the Gofpel hath not obzazwd ; but yet I may fafe- 
ly averr, this light is too weak to lead us out of every wicked | 


way, or indeed to work in us that abhorrence of any, which 
becomes him who 4s raifed to newnefs of Life. And this is 
evident from the Apoftle’s Reafoning with the Romaus, Rom. 

6.21, What fruit had you in thofe things of which you are now 
: afbamed 2 
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ever) _dj.a¢..ince you of the filthine&, unreafonablen.. 


and au.gi¢ Sin, as the Gofpel and Grace of Chrift hatte 
done; for you now blufh at what before you acted and de- 
fended, nay rejoye'd and boafted in. | 

~ Whoever by natural Light attain'd a true eftimate of Sin? 
few wpon that account have been brought to think fo hardly of 
profitable or pleafurable Wickednefs as they deferv'd; and while 
we are under the tutoring of Nature, it is no hard matter to 
perfwade us, that God can be fo angry as to forget his Mercy, 
and thence Sin draws great encouragement. | 
We might enlarge and fhow the fondnefs of Nature, how 
ready itis to juftifie, excufe, or extenuate the worft of Doings; 


and where once Sin and Wickednef have taken deep root, how 
jmpatient are fuch Perfons of Reproof? they will rack their 
Wits in evading, or elfe flat contradicting the moft convincing 
Arguments, and this you may collect from what our Lord 
hath taught, Job. 3. 20. Every one that doth Evil hates the. 


Light, neither cometh he to the Light, left his Deeds fhould be 


_ reproved. ‘This then being a true report, it is in vain to rely 


on our natural Powers, to convince us of our finful and wretched: 
2, If we repair to our Confciences, and hope for affiftance 
from them we hall be miferably deluded. | : 

_. Confcience, .which is a faculty in the Soul of Man, taking: 
notice of all his Actions, Words, and Thoughts, was fet up 
as the Candle of the Lord; and without all peradventure 
jn its native purity was capable to difcharge its Office, in direct- 
ing us both to the performing of our Duty, and abftaining 
from all things unlawful and prohibited, it did commend and. 
condemn proportionably to Man’s Behaviour; but this alfo 
fuffer'd in the fall. of Maa, fo that itis grown weak in difcern- 
ing and reproving: And unle(s it be illuminated again by the 


Grace of God, they that follow it, follow but a blind Guide ; 
_ moreover, the greater ftrength any Sin gains by cuftom, ne 
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veghes ‘us a iahe Judgment, through the i¢™ : 
‘Tot cdf none; by reafon. of the fiupefactio. “ 
‘radually brought upon it; and to that pafs fome Lave brought. 
theirs, that it is but rare they perceive wherein they have: 
Belides, the Con{cience is many times partial, and very often. 
{peaks Peace, whereas there is no real ground fot it; through: 
Cuftom it isbecome a Party with Sin ; and Satan that ruleth 

in the Hearts of the Difobedient, has fuch variety of Colours, 
whereby to palliate his Temptations, that the worft of doings 
meet with fo favourable an Interpretation, as crooked things 
are received for f{trait; and Vice for Virtue; and to enlarge no 
farther, Reafon is fo far in combination with the Father of Sin _. * 
that it {hows it felf in nothing more than in framing Excufes, 
and mincing of what a feeing Confcience cannot but condem ; 
fo that it is not vifible how a natural Confcience fhould fo con= 
vince a.Sinner.as to urge his Converfion. ee 

But though neither Nature, our Parts, our Learning, or o- 

ther Acquifitions, nor yet. our Confciences can quicken ee. 
when dead in Tre/paffes and Sins, yet God can; he who by his 
word produced Light out of Darknefs, can, by the fhining of — 
his Grace, anfufe Light into our Underftandings, can raife us 
of of our Lethargy and Deadnefs, and quicken us to newnels: 
of Life. | : Se a ie ae 
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3- The next Inquiry is after what manner God does quicken 
the dead in Trefpalfes and Sins, oe she a a be 
_ Itake not upon me to-fhew, every way that God takes in 
breathing into the Souls of Sinners. the fupernatural Life of 
Grace; tor when our Saviour was pleas’d to compare theHoly’ 
Spirit (the chief Agent in this work) to the Wind, Job, 7.f8> age 
he minded us of our Ignorance, faying, That it blew where it 
lifteth, and that none of us knew whence itcometh, or whi- 
ther it goeth, notwithftanding we hear-the found thereof A 
thereby intimating, that the Spirit of God moves according: 
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and that we underftand not all his Secret 


- | reater part of the Few who are effectually called, were 


1 they demanded the precife time that the Holy Spirit was {ent 
| from God to fpeak unto them; or the way and manner he 
_  infufed intothem his Quickning Grace, would find it as diffi- 


cult toanfwerasto folve, Solomon’s Riddle to the Anatomift, 
Ecclef, 11.5. to defcribe the way of the Spirit; or how the 
‘Bones do grow in the Womb of her that is with Child ; how 
the Body of Man is formed, or when the reafonable Soul is 
infuled into it. ‘Thefe things are too high for Man’s Under- 
{landing ; and though he fhould live long, he muft let them 
alone for ever : And the Reafon David hath given us, Pala 
* 139. 14,15. Man is wonderfully and curioufly made in {e- 
cret ; none but the Eye of God was privy to this great Work: 
The New Creation exceeding the firft, no wonder it is fo con- 
ceal'd and myfterious. However, though fome are as much in 
the dark (as to the time and manner of their Converfion,:Rege- 
neration, and Quickning ) as the blind Man was how his Eyes 
were opened, and are fatisfied when they can fay in his Words, * 
with the fame Truth, Whereas they were blind, they now fees 
Whereas they wandred in'Darknefs, they now walk in the Light; 
whereas when the Prince of Darknefs ruled in their Hearts, all 
things were in Confufion, neither was God feared, Man re- 


garded, or their own Souls pitied; now, ble(fed be God, all 
is fet to rights. Yct there are others, whofe Quickning has 
been more fenfible and apparent as to thefe Particulars ; and it 
flands u on Record how God has quickned fuch when dead in 
Trefpalle ial ae 


sand Sins. | 


é 


|». Dhe Means whereby the great Work of renewing and con- 


-verting a Sinner is brought about are various. Some have 
been called by the Word of God inviting them to Faith and 
_ Repentance; and this is generally by. Preaching: And therefore 
. byway of prevention Satan laboureth to bring this Ordinance 
ca trate Ohh TSE Me pres eliscual WA Te Spit 
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annexes his Power thereto, and fets the Word fo pews. 
on the Heart, that the Hearer is perfuaded and brought a, 
bedience. The Scripture is plentiful-in {nftances of this ty 
Again, others Godis pleafed to quicken by his extraordi 
Providences whether of Mercy or Judgment. saints 
‘David was converted by @ Series of AffliGtions ; Sémon Pe- 
rer by miraculous Draught of Fith; and many at Chrift’s © 
raifing of the Dead. Very {mall Means have fometimes been __ 
effectual to the recalling of Sinners: For if the Spirit of od” 
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read by ani per Imp 
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whereas thefé naturally. eftrange us folie 
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nearer tohim. ‘This was the prefent Cafe which oceafion’d this 


Difcourle. Whilft Health and Eafe continued, neither God,. 
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great Phyfician extract a Treacle out of the Viper, and imac 
the Apprehenfions of Death.the Means of lis Quickfing 
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| Swheaifatt not forbear to tell you again, though God hath 
 ghiisy and can yet convert Sinners, raife the Dead in Tref- 
i paflesand Sins by divers ways, yet his more common way is 
by the preaching of his Word, which (as much Foolifhne(s as the 


| God may call Men other ways, he.rarely or never calls them 
thar fight, defpite, and reject this ; and confequently fuch 
 Perfons that either in their Hearts contemn, or in their Words 
If reproach this Ordinance of God, have not that aflurance of 
heir Calling, and Converfion, as they fondly perfwade them, 
4 Peete bos ae ene 
_ But this we may take for a flanding Rule, that whatever be 
the Means, or whenfoever the time of God's Quickning and 
Converting Sinners, thé Holy Spirit is evermore the Principal 
Agent; nothing is or can be done in this cafe without him ; 
«nay, without the exceeding greatne/s of his Power, as.our Apoitle 
” exprefles it, Eph. 1. 18+ no humane Power that rightly -under- 
ftooc it felf,.ever yet attempted to raife the Dead ; {uch as have 
been fick and languilhing have been holpen by Herbs; the 
fleeping and {lumbering have been awakend by Noife; but, ha- 
bitual Sinners, Perfons for along time accuftomed to do Evil, 
and that with great Refolution and impudence, _cannot fo pro- 
perly be’ faid to {leep, or to be fick, as to, be Stone-dead, they 
are buried inthe grave of Sin ; and if ever raifed thence. and 


World accounts it) iscalled, Zhe Power of God unto Salvation, 
+ Cor. 1. 18. And it may be taken for granted, that though : 
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 quicken’d, the fame Divine Power that created them at firft i 
 Spmatedi perc. Loe ~ idhodhe Line ME, ut des olf 1 
| ‘That we may the more admire the Goodnefs and Mercy 


mers, Sinners of the higheft Rank, moft inveterate, moit re- 
pellious, as to fend his Holy. Spirit to convert and. quicken | 
them, we) will a little confider.the difficulty of this. works 


ah 


and that»bycomparing it. with the work-of Creation :. Mofes 


“of God who takes fach notice. of, and fhews fuch pity to Sin- 
) gives 
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gives an account of the Creation, that the gred 
producing things in this beauty and excellency, in 
behold them, was, they were to be formed out of a ough 
Confufion, where was no difpofition to Form or Comelinels 5 
but in renovating a Sinner, there is not only an indifpofition, — 
but an oppofition alfo found ; and for this reafon is the Spirit — 
in this great work faid to ftrive with Man, and Sinners to re- 

I fhall now proceed to acquaint you with fome Operations 
of the Spirit, in quickning thofe who are dead in Trefpaffes 
and Sins. 2 lee a 

1. He convinces the Mind and Confcience, and illuminates 
the Underftanding: and thus we find the Apoftle intending the 
Converfion of the Ephefians, pray’d, Ephef’ 1. 18. that the 
Eyes of their Underftanding might be enlighten’d. 

The Spirit of God convinces the wicked of their finful efta eC, 
he brings ther to apprehend the mature-of Sin, and the wick- _ 
ednefs of their Lives; it is by his Light that the Lawimprinted 
on the Heart of Man becomes legible; and that Candle of the 
Lord in Man’s Breaft, which pleafure and cuftom in Sin had 
dimn’d, he fnuffs; fo that the Sinner is fitted to read, as 
as the Law to be read, the Underltanding being clear’d an 
elevated, and then we come to fee what manner of Perfonswe 
are; for the greater the Sinner is in his wickednefs, the fecurer 
witnefs the Mirth, nay Madnefs of fuch ; but when once thisSpi= _ 
rit fhall vifit them,and bring the Law of God frefh to'Mind, and 
excite and aflift their Confciences to try the behaviour of the Sin- 
ner according to the Law of God, he dies, his Heart grows cold 
in the midft of his Body, and an horrible dread overwhelms him. _ 
This St. Pau/ delivers experienced in his own cafe, Rom.7. 3 ga: 
Without the Law I was alive, but when the commandment came, 
fin revived and I died : while I kept the Law of God ‘behind 
my back I wasat-reft, but when the Spirit of Grace brought it _ 
‘frefh to my Confcience, and gave me a’right underftanding, 
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as well as a fair Femembrance of it, ‘then J died; I conclude 


hee 
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~aead ; ana 10%ntich did this advance his Con- 
ds he beheld his Mifery fo he defired to he deli- 
Alt v.24. O wretched Man, who fhall deliver me. 


me, Niiwii the Scribes and Pharifes. treated fo Subtly and zea- 


ia loufly with our Saviour, about the Condemnation of the Wo. 


man deprehended in Adultery; we may obferve our Lord 
Fob. 8.6. reminded them of the Law of God, and gave Com- 
miffion to fuch as were without fault to Stone her, they 
which heard this (the Spirit working together with the Word} 
¥. 9. Wete convicted by their own Confciences and fhrank a. 
way, fo far before were they from acquaintance with therm. 


, felves or judging their own evil doings, that they were all for 


inveighing again{t, others, but when the Law was laid before 


> them, their Confciences immediately Arraign’d, Gaft and Con. 


 demn’d themfelves. — : : 
_ Did not the Spirit aid the Confcience, there would be no 
conviction either: by.Law or Gofpel, for Mens extravagant 
_Loveior their'Sins would either overaw, or corrupt the judg- 
_ as Ap 2 Fy ee ; * . f = 

at of their Confcinces ; but herein: the power of the Spirit 
| that upon hearing Gods word, or minding attentively - 
tks of Providence towards us, our Sins are ftraight fet 


Sins « of our Youth in the words of Fob, or elfe as it happened 
_ to the Samaritan Woman when the Spirit apply’d the words 
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pave mercyionme, Lora brave 1 Ley OR MY: POOP Yo, 
fr to. Dy: And thus ‘the fenfe of his evil dot 
jaftly due thereto being by this meanes rene 
{cierice; it tended to his Conviétion and: Converfion 
faw his Sins with other Byes than formerly what | 
counted pleafant is now become bitter, in his 1 
feemed a {weet Morfel, to fulfil the moft loathfom Li 
Tlefh was mote gratful than his dayly Bread, bu 
finds the defilement thereof, and apprehends *the 
that will reward fuch beaftly doings, in his Healt 
as faith the word'of God, he drank in Ani 
“but now he is Arrefted by Sicknefs, and 
the Prifon ofthe Grave it is become a’l 
and Aftonifiment tohim: = 
I the more willingly attribute this operation on the 
of this young/Man to theSpirit of Grace, thanto n 
melancholy or to the evil. Spirit as fome do, andt 
reafon becaufe, his evil and danger though roft liv 
jm, tran{ported him not to, defpair, which is th 
of afe and conftant defig 
’d him his Sin 
being ther 


whole Rowl of his Sins 


Executioners. “DIEHEC 
rected and affifted to begg 1 
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_ feER sew wit) ati Mai: The Rhetorician may. 


3 \ F jitual wicked Mati, one under the continual dos . 
m, _/satan, with arguments of the belt form and figure 
of peeatonest eerie and. Re stg a ad ie moft a to 


c leet ele! at by sks Power of the Pa derradeh fo uci, 
nei fo judge, we fhould derogate from the Power 
Goodnefs of the holy Spirit. We ought therefore toknow 
ut there is a farther: Operation of the Spirit of Grace which 
to the Will, whici he changes and inclines, or other- 
onverfion would: ‘not follow upon Conviction s for eve- 
at is Convided is not Converted; all who are fen- 
Sins do not, nay will not foukale: thems fo that 
eat work of quickning a Sinner is the changing and al- 
$s ill, the ‘turning and new fettin his 


Conience of an holds for th 2 acrne eand ene: 


Ponies in his penny oe ieucaleck rimes, 
hy People fall be welling in the Day of thy Power, :}. 
ould the Spirit work in the Hearts of the Elect ‘| 
lardnefs. Overcome their Stubbornefs and pre- 3 | 


bventnedie Their Wills fhould oa pitino a || 
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. pent and Reformi now, to obtain the favour of God, and 
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“And thus wrought tht (4G) Pe 
been {peaking of, he haa by tur at erfons bees" 
fed, and exhorted to Repentance,\* od? 
tole ways or méanes wrought upon him, but left Vi Nae Za 
found him’ Refolute and Defperate, but now the fame God 


«tat turnd his Health to Sickne(s turn’d his Mind alfo; as may 


beiperceived by his earneft defire and Prayer for Mercy andthat — 
upon Gods terms, namely Repentance and Reformation. ~ 
The World affords too many who are Conceited,» that - 

they have acertain’ power over their Wills, fo that though ~ 
a: this or that calls upon this or that Vifitation they do notcon- 
vert and return to God, nor feparate from their Sins at id fin- - 
ful: Companions, they make no doubt they will Tes 
after: fuch Perfons by all this do but declare thet 
of themfelves, for if they can will their Conve 
what hinders they doe ‘not will it mow (when it will b 
difficult and more acceptable) if the pleafures of Sin and 
ful Company are fo Charming now, that they are 
be Divorced from them. Why may they ‘not appear Mor 
Charming hereafter when frequent Enjoyment fhall have con 
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traced not only a loving Acquaintance with, but a paflionat 
Fondnefs for them > If they think it not worth while to Re 
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© numeracy aWakned Conlcience 
_, ttenu.a with a complying will,but though they 
such occalion to Repent, yet they have had no Incli- 
or it. From what has been alreedy fpoken we infer, 
_  Seyeatfow great thanks and praife do all that have been called. a- 
_. wakened, and quickned owe to God for his unfpeakable Goodnefs > 
Ne live in a conftanc dependance upon the favour of the Almighe 
‘as his goodnefs that we Live and Breath, that the Clouds did 
their Moifture,and the Sun yet continues his Heat to rips 
ites of the Barth for our Ufe,the dayly providence of Gad 
lat Man is the darling of Heaven. The deliverances and 
Wrought for and fént unto us. All the comforts and accom- 
of ¢ ife, Preach, thankfulnefs unto us, and wedo ill ree 
fe found not forth his Praifes ; but ought we to 
then furely much more for Spiricual Mer- 
for our Pocd, than more efpecially for his 
ify him, that he bleff=s us in our Wor Id\y 
he fo bleffes us asto turn us from our Sins & 
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Sollicit,Perfuade and ftrive with inful Dutt ar f= nS La 
that they may pertake of his Favour and glory, as it de 
his infinite Love and he foit calls aloud for ». 
hankful Love and Obedience. ke Secor’: 
Farther that f may excite a true Spirit of thankfulnefs in all Gods 
converted ones, let me defire fuch to’ confider, Gods particular and 
{pecial Gaodnefs co themtelves, for it is evident God has not viiited., 
allia rhe fame manner that he hath vifited you : and yet what were 
you better than they? how many hath God paffe! by, when he 
called you ? how many are left in their Ignorance, nay lockd up in 
te hardne(s of Heart tothe day of Judgment, yet you are Enlightn- 
ed, Softned, Awaknedand Quickned: ee 
Oh! Praife the Lord for his Goodnefs, make his Name Glorious, 
Proclaim the Praifes of his Grace, and tell our with Gladnefs what. 
he has dorie for your Souls. You were by Nature dead in Tref= 
paffés and Sins, you had no power to raife or quicken your felyes. 
But God has pluck the Scales from your Eyes; has freed you Feet 
from the depth cf Sin and Jgnorance, he hath call’d you out of Dark-. 
nefs, horrid Darknefs, hellif) Darknefs, into his moft marvellous. 
Light: Yothe Light and under ftanding of his Word and Will, to — 
the Light of his Grace and Favour, that you may be fitted forthe 
Light of his Glory. _ Tell out therefore thefe_ his works of Mercy to 
you with Gladnefs, David in his 114, Pf. 7. 8 praifed God Heartily 
For turning the bard Rock intoa landing Water, the Converted are to 
praife God for converting their Hearts by nature, cuftome and evil — 
Habits made harder than any Rocks, therefore lecthem give the — 
Lord the Praife due unto his Name. |” Smt, < a ee 
2. Is God able and hath he lately Wakened fome notorious. Sin- 
ners as this requires of them Thanks and Praife, and of all Chrift- 
ansto magnity Gods Merey tothem, fo it ferves to Admonilk all 
that are yet in att unconverred Eftate, not to prove refractory any 
farther, but beiog called to make haft to curn untothe Lora 
My Hearts defire is to improve this late Providence to tx honour. 
of God, and I judge this one way to perfuade Sinmers every where, — 
that they would take notice of Gods doings,and wale more exaéte 
ly Oh! defer not this ereat and neceflary Work, which if you Die 
before done, youwill certainly rife for ever undone, darden hep your : 
Heures. fhit hot your Eyes willfully, top not, ror turn away- your 
Ears artificially, refit not the Spirit of Gracy but when Bis he 
; f nocks 
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oa dt by che word of God, or 
acGod, tna. nafteana wpen unto hin; | 
i eioe saying in their Hearts they will ftay till they 
a like calling asthis Perton had, coniider this is nos grant- 
which way foever therefore God fhall ca ll, be willing and 
heare and obey : He-aggravates his Guile and Punifhment, 
fes the motions of Gracey and yet fuch Enemys are forme 
own Converfion, that if the Spirit by their Confctences finite 
er than they will fubmit, vield and turn, they hune out 
Por Pleafure, for Mirch and Mufick. for Company 
that by thefe meanes they may drown and putto filence 
s. And if God calls them by his word they will caft 
Back € vainly falfly and partioly Titerprer ir; 
ifte eno Oy! for their Lamps, no 
iftice done their Reputations; if 
or their good Wijl; and if by his 
gard.or cle difcredic them ; 
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is lately dead in Teepaits and Sins, but is now 
ace Of GodoPreacheth unto you, you fhould n 
your Corrupt wicked State, But while God h old 
come in that you may be faved, God ig 
ng and if the Sinner will prefift in his Wick ° 
ne Day Deftroy him ; God ‘is Gracious and 
how himfelf fo; but yet if we difpife his Grace, we 
id VVrath. He isMerciful but.if we will norbe 
ie Shoah Juice will revenge abufed Mercy. 
od notwithftanding the wickednefs of this Age, hath 
:. eaied to call and convert fome Sinners, let all good Chriftians. 
do their endeavour to confirm thefe, and pray that God would day-» 
— ly convert more, sy. Knows 
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Vy. Eder the Proverb is trie; Halt makes Wattes trough too great 
HAL nzect thele {capes am the Seren; which whe Printerprays wee 
16. read whom for pow. p, 4: leazedele a. @p-.72l: 7, 10E me 
27 him for them. ‘p. r7-for p. 9. ox read retains. Pe 19: b 2?! 
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